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Can Christianity Be Popular? sake: ... Blessed are ye, when men shall revile 


In our enthusiastic desire to make Christ 
known and to increase the influence of the 
Church we are prone to think that Christians, 


the Christian faith and the Church can be 
made popular with the unbelieving world. 


But no graver mistake can be made. Christ 
and Him crucified are anathema to Satan and 
this message of the Gospel is a stumblingblock 
or foolishness to the world. 


Our Lord warned his disciples: “If the world 


hate you, ye know that it hated me before it 


hated you.” (Jno. 15:18) The Apostle John 
writes: Marvel not, my brethren, if the world 
hate you.” (I Jno. 3:13) 


The Apostle Paul describes this predicament: 
“We have this treasure in earthen vessels, that 
the excellency of the power may be of God, 
and not of us. We are troubled on every side, 
yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not 
in despair; persecuted but not forsaken; cast 
down but not destroyed.” (II Cor. 4:7-9) 


When Christians or the Church become pop- | 


ular with the unbelieving world something is 
seriously wrong. There may be a grudging re- 
spect, but because Christ runs counter to evil 
and because we as Christ’s own must also stand 
against evil, if we are faithful to Him we will 
surely incur the wrath of the world. “Yea, and 
all who will live godly in Christ Jesus shall 
suffer persecution,” (II Tim. 3:12) is not an 
idle observation but a solemn fact. 


This does not mean for one moment that 
the Christian should assume a martyr complex. 
But it does mean that he must face the neces- 
sity of being unpopular and misunderstood by 
those who know not Christ. And this may also 
be his fate with some of his brothers in Christ. 


Our Lord reserved one of his special blessings 
for those who suffer for their faith: “Blessed 
are they which are persecuted for righteouness 
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you, and persecute you, and shall say all man- 
ner of evil against you falsely, for my _ sake. 
Rejoice and be exceeding glad: for great 15 
your reward in heaven: for. so persecuted they 
the prophets which were before you.” (Matt. 
5: 1-12) 


All of which leads us to say that Christian 
living must be patterned in accordance with the 
clear leading of God’s holy will and not in 
accordance with the customs and standards of 
the world. Individual Christians, and _ the 
Church as such, can never wield an influence 
for righteousness unless this influence is free 
from worldly compromise. 


Again we say that in our enthusiasm we often 
face the temptation to trim the corners for 
popularity’s sake. We do this at tremendous 
cost and with certain ultimate failure as the 
end. | 


Paul tells us that it has pleased God that 
men shall be saved by a procedure which to 
the world is utter foolishness — the preaching 
of the Gospel, and the preaching of the Gospel 
is the reiteration of a wonderful story about 


the person and work of His Son, Jesus Christ. 


Only as the Holy Spirit takes this message and 
applies it to the hearts of individuals can it 
become effective. To all others it continues 
to be just plain foolishness. 


One of China’s most effective evangelists was 
the son of a provincial governor. After his 
conversion he once carried a placard with these 
words: “I am a fool for Christ’s sake, whose 
fool are you?” 


The brilliant Paul of Tarsus became a fool 
for Christ’s sake. By the majority he was re- 


jected, but to many he was the saviour of life 


unto life. He followed Christ, regardless of 
the consequences. At the end of his life he 
had no material resources to show for his en- 
deavors, but across much of the civilized. world 
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he left a host of believers who were living epis- 
tles with Christ written in their hearts. 


We are living in a time when the continuing 
death struggle between Satan and his followers 
and the Christ of Calvary is in evidence on 
every hand. To be on Christ’s side can entail 
misunderstanding, hardship and even persecu- 
tion, but His side is the winning side. 


To Christians Christ is the most precious 
thing in the world. To the unregenerate He 
is rejected or ignored. There is no neutral 
ground. When we stand on His side we can 
be assured, with Paul: “For I reckon that the 
sufferings of this present time are not worthy 
to be compared with the glory which shall be 
revealed in us.” (Rom. 8:18) 


Popularity with the world means death. 


To be accepted by Christ means life eternal. 
—L.N.B. 


The Master of Storms 


“And there was a great calm.” Mark 4:39 


I am so glad that we have Somebody Who 
can calm a storm. Men are helpless in the face 
of a storm. We fight a fire, and with all our 
modern equipment we can usually stop it 
before it has done too much damage. We can 
do much to control a flood as we pile sand 
bags and fill up breaks in levees. If an epi- 
demic of some dread disease breaks out, doctors 
and nurses do much to aid the sick. But when 
a tornado or hurricane* sweeps over the earth, 
what can man do? He tries to hide under- 
“ground or in some way protect himself until 
the storm is over.. We do not try to fight or 
control a storm. 


When the storm swept down upon the dis- 
ciples in their boat they awake Him and say 
unto Him, Master, carest thou not that we 


- perish? And He arose, and rebuked the wind, 


and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And 
the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. 
And they feared exceedingly, and said one to 
another, what manner of man is this, that even 
the wind and the sea obey him? They should 
have said, this Person is more than man, for 
no one but God can make the winds and the 
sea’ obey him. It was no wonder that this 
miracle made such a deep impression, and 


caused them to fear, for they were in the pres- 
ence of God manifest in the flesh. I am glad 
that Jesus Christ, my Savioyr, is the Master 
of all nature and of all nations, for we live 
in a stormy world, where both nature, and the 
nations are swept by storms. 


The storm on the lake was not as terrible 
as the storm in the soul of the man on the 
other side of the lake. What a fearful picture 
is given us of this man with the unclean spirit! 
He could not be bound with fetters and chains, 
had his dwelling among the tombs, crying and 
cutting himself with stones. He was like two 
men, or a man with a split personality, for 
he seemed to fear Jesus, and at the same time 
wanted to come to him. See him, as free from 
the unclean spirit, sitting clothed and in his 
right mind. Like the scene on the lake, “there 
was a great calm.” We have many men like this 
today. I was reading in the paper today of a 
man who beat and bit his little boy to death 
and is in jail charged with murder. We read of 
so many strange crimes in these days. The only | 
salvation for men like this is Someone Who 
can calm the storm. But all of us have a foe 
within us. Paul describes the struggle in Ro- 
mans, chapter 7, and exclaims, O wretched man 
that I am! Who shall deliver me from the body 
of this death? I thank God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. The Master of storms can 
give us victory over sin and self, and there can 
be a great calm — a great peace — in our souls. 


Then there was the storm in the home of 
Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue, for his little 
daughter was lying at the point of death. He 
fell at Jesus’ feet and besought him to heal her. 
While Jesus was on His way, the child died, 
and He found them weeping and wailing great- 
ly. He went in and raised her to life again 
and the home of sorrow became a home of 
peace and joy; there was a great calm. This 
storm of disease and death is a storm we all 
have to face. I am so glad that Jesus, my 
Saviour, is Master of disease and death. When 
this storm sweeps down upon us He becomes 
our Refuge and Strength. Thanks be to God 
who giveth us the victory through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. He has taken the sting out of death 
and we need not sorrow as others who have no 
hope. I am the resurrection and the life: he 
that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet 
shall he live: and whosoever liveth and _ be- 
lieveth in me shall never die. Believest thou 
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this? May God give us faith to really believe 
this glorious fact! Then when the storm of 


death sweeps over us, there will be a great calm. 
—J.K.P. 


Centennial of the End of 
the Slave Trade 


Near Brunswick, Georgia, there are markers 
commemorating the end of the slave trade 
from Africa. According to these markers the 
last load of slaves was breught to the United 
States on the yacht Wanderer in 1858. This 
vessel was built for a wealthy New York club- 
man. The first slaves were bought from a 
Dutch man-of-war in 1619 by Virginia planters. 


What can one say of this matter? The evil 
of it can only be condemned. Yet Joseph, who 
was fully aware of the evil done him by his 
brothers in selling him into slavery, added, 
“Ye meant it for evil, but God meant it for 
good,” 


By means of this evil practice another race 
was transplanted to these shores. During the 
first half of the nineteenth century the African 
Colonization Society made a vigorous effort to 
transfer the Negroes back to Africa. But little 
was accomplished by this great effort. ‘This 
race had been freed and has grown into a 
strong people under the Stars and Stripes. Ac- 
cordingly, God must have his own purpose 
for this people here in this land. Presumably 
this purpose is that they may receive Western 
civilization, the American representative gov- 
ernment, the free enterprise system, and above 
all else, Christ and His salvation. Whether 
or not they are to yet be used to carry these 
things back to Africa in a large way remains 
to be seen. If the rising tide of nationalism 
‘and racism should sweep British and Belgic 
leadership as well as dominion from Africa, it 
could be that freed Africa would turn to the 
American Negro for a leadership of the same 
race. 


Despite limited opportunities and the sloth 
that so easily besets many, the Negro race has 
made phenomenal progress since arriving in 
America in education, in economical stand- 
ing, in culture and in church life. In his recent 
history, Latourette gives the percentage of 
negroes in the churches as slightly higher than 
that of the whites. At about the same time 
the average salaries paid in North Carolina to 
Negro teachers was a small fraction higher 
than that paid white teachers. 


This marked progress is no matter of com- 
placency. As the more advantageously placed 
group, it is the duty of the white citizens and 
especially of white Christians to facilitate fur- 
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ther these advances by our Negro neighbors. 
There is no injustice to any man that has 
the approval of the Holy One of Israel. The 
LORD has shown thee what is good, O man, 
and what doth the LORD require of thee but to 
do justly and love mercy and walk humbly with 


thy God. 


How is progress in the several asnects of life 
to be promoted? Manifestly there is too much 
variety and too many divergent views and ten- 
sions for a single editorial to suit évery reader 
or meet every situation. Three positions were 
set forth in the studies prepared for the Assem- 
bly of the World Council at Evanston, namely, 
forced segregation, forced integration and _ vol- 
untary pluralism. In the hot oratory of the 
assembly the third got no hearing. But where 
the forcing of either integration or segregation 
have wrought tensions, moderate people may 
consider the third. While one is reading the 
lessons in Providence from the presence of the 
Negro in America may he also read the hand 
of Providence in the distinctness of the races? 
This very fact indicates that one ought to 
consider seriously some degree of pluralism and 
avoid any unnatural pressing of diverse races 
together. 


For the Apostle, ‘““There is neither Jew nor 
Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there 
is neither male nor female; for ye are all one | 
in Christ Jesus.” But that he not thereby erase 
the distinctions of sex is shown by the dif- 
ferent functions he assigns to the husband and 
to the wife in the home, and by the provision 
he makes for the church that the elder shall 
be the husband of one wife. In our catechetical 
expositions of the fifth commandment, we 
recognize the several relationships in which 
God has placed us in life. That is, Calvinism 
recognizes only those distinctions which God 
has made, while Modernism tolerates no dis- 
tinctions, and looks to Marx’s class-less society. 


In his great oration, THE NEW SOUTH, 
Henry W. Grady envisaged the South rising 
from the ashes of reconstruction. In prophetic 


vision he saw “her two races walking together 


in peace and contentment.” That is, he looked 
neither for their forced amalgamation into one 
race nor their antagonistic opposition to each 
other. Let each of our races take pride in 
its own gifts and achievements and struggle 
against its characteristic weaknesses — giving 
due and proper respect to every individual of 
the other race. Let each recognize that in His 
Providence, God has established the pluralism 
of the races, and follow the same wherever it 
is natural so to do. Where a normal social, 
educational, economic and religious life opens 
up with one’s own people, by all means let 
that be pursued. | 
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But certainly in these matters we do not 
live in complete isolation. Economically and 
domestically we work together. If there are 
special educational needs that cannot be met 
apart, exceptional opportunities should be 
sought. —The several Negro ministers who have 
taken occasional courses at our theological school 
have raised no particular problems. 


A hundred years ago there were many Negroes 
in our white churches. It is there, in fact, that 
they learned the Gospel. Today the very great 
majority of both races prefer to be in congre- 
gations of their own race. Of course every ses- 
sion has the privilege of receiving whom it 
will into its membership, and there may be 
places or individuals that for good reasons 
seek fellowship in mixed assemblies. In the 
opinion of the writer, however, it is unwise 
for a white congregation to raid the nearby 
Negro church of its leadership that these more 
advanced people may hear sermons more to 
their taste. It is these very persons who have 
been given gifts and training son the seacaereep 
of their own people. 


In the present set-up in America where the 
percentage of those in churches of their own 
race is high in the nineties it seems better to 
express the fact that each regards the other 
congregation as fully representative of the one 
Church of God in Jesus Christ by contacts 
between congregations. We do this in a meas- 
ure at our church courts where Negro com- 
missioners have equal voice with their white 
brethren. Indeed, in proportion to their num- 
bers the Negro presbyteries have more repre- 
sentatives than the larger white presbyteries 
for no matter how small, every presbytery has 
an elder and a minister commissioner. Where 
tensions brought on by efforts to force either 
integration or segregation have not blocked the 
way a white congregation may well seek to 
establish occasional and _ reciprocal worship 
contacts with a nearby Negro one to make clear 


to the local community that each regards the ~ 


other as equally part of the one Church in 
Christ, and that each is thereby pledged to 
treat the other and the members thereof ac- 
cordingly. | 

—W.C.R. 


An Appeal for Prayer 


The activities of our Church are multiplying. 
There is expansion, there are new and enlarged 
programs. There is abroad a widespread in- 


terest in the work of God’s Kingdom on the - 


part of many. 


In all of this there is always the temptation 
to look to money, organization, programs and 
feverish activity and to expect results as these 
things increase. 
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All of these are valuable and have their 
place. But the power and progress of the 
Church and her witness depend primarily on 
the Holy Spirit. 


With all humility we say that ours is not 
a church which at this time is characterized 
by a sufficient dependence on prayer or in 
looking to the Holy Spirit for His help. Too 
much of our personal and corporate prayer 
is perfunctory. Too few of us know what 
it means to agonize in prayer. Too few of us 
are willing to completely surrender to the 
claims and the demands of Christ. 


This is an urgent appeal to Christians every- 
where to give prayer its proper place in our 
lives. Neither might nor power (money or 
organization) are sufficient in themselves. We 
must have an outpouring of the Holy Spirit; 
an anointing with His power; a surrender to 
His will and His leading. 


Let us covenant to daily pray for an out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit on each member, 
each agency and institution, and every activity 
of our church. 


If we do, blessing is certain to come. 
—The Editors. 


Southern Board of 
Foreign Missions 


This Board was established for the work of 
foreign missions by the Synod of South Caro- 
lina and Georgia in 1833. Later Tennessee 
seems to have co-operated and there are also | 
records of correspondence with Alabama. An 
examination of the minutes of the Executive 
Committee which generally met in Charleston 


- shows that the Board contributed substantially 


to the missionary work in several areas of the 
world. For example, there are regular yearly 
contributions for the work of the Boggs’ in 
Ahmednuggur in India, for the Wilsons in 
Liberia, for J. L. Merrick in Persia, for the 
Adgers in Asia Minor and Armenia, for the 
J. L.) Lanneaus in Palestine, for the (J. R.) 
Eckards of the Tamil Mission in Ceylon. Mrs. 
Eckard was a Miss Bayard of Savannah, a sister 


’ of Mrs. J. L. Wilson. There are also contribu- 


tions to the mission in the Sandwich Island 
and that for the American Indians. The con- 
tributions at first went through the ABCFM 
of Boston. But late in 1838 and 1839 they 
are divided. That is, contributions are still 
made through the ABCFM for those mission- 
aries to which the Board is committed, and the 
balance seems to be sent through the Assem- 
bly’s Board in New York. This Southern Board 
seems to have shared in the support of mis- 
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sions in places which we do not now reach, 
such as Ceylon and India and Palestine, or in 
which we are just re-opening work such as 
Persia. It is well to remember these early mis- 
sionary sons and daughters and grandchildren 
of our Church who labored in these distant 
places and some of whose bodies lie buried 
in that period in Africa, in India, in Smyrna 
and in other places. They bear witness to the 
zeal of our fathers for the carrying out of the 
Great Commission. Have we as good a witness 
today? 
—W.C.R. 


The Church in China 


There are multiplying reports filtering out 
of Red China which indicate that pressures on 
the Church, both Protestant and Catholic, are 
increasing. 


Church leaders, anxious to show their patri- 
otism and under suspicion and coercion from 
the Communist government, entered into many 
of the government-sponsored movements now 
only to find themselves surrounded by a web 
of anti-Christian directives. 


In recent months it has become increasingly 
clear that the Communist government requires 
first allegiance to it and any attempt to resort 
to the “freedom of religion” privileges of which 
there has been much boasting has shown that it 
is a hollow mockery. 


It must be remembered that the Christians 
in China are in a situation not of their making. 
Many have been gratified at the material 
progress of their nation and some have let this 
obscure their better judgment. But now they 
are face to face with a situation which may 
eventuate in martyrdom for a number, and the 
driving underground of true Christian worship. 


We American Christians owe it to our broth- 
ers behind the bamboo curtain to pray for 
them daily. We cannot extend to them ma- 
terial aid but we have an even greater privi- 
lege and duty — to sustain them with our im- 
portunate prayers. 
—L.N.B. 


“IT Know Whom 
I Have Believed—” 


The Bible is a Divine revelation of the love 
and mercy of God. Jesus came not to judge 
_but to save and the example of Paul is typical 
. of all sinners who have heard and answered 
- Christ’s cry, “Why persecutest thou me?” After 
his conversion, Paul expanded-on the love and 
-.mercy of God in his epistles. 
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In II Timothy 1-12, Paul, having received 
absolute faith which persecution, imprisonment, 
the sword and death could not shake, set down 
for all his statement of faith: “I am not 
ashamed,” he wrote his beloved Timothy and 
to us, “for I know whom I have believed.” 


“IT know” — what power those two words 
convey. Paul had met Christ and knew Him. 
“And I am persuaded,” he said, “that he is 
able to keep that which I have committed unto 
him against that day.’’ Paul had nothing to 
fear with no burden of sin on his soul. 


In his first letter to Timothy is another re- 
markable statement which may be applied to 
many of us: (1 Tim. 1:5) “This is a faithful 
saying and worthy of all acceptation,” the apos- 
tle wrote to stress the importance of the truth 
he was revealing: “‘that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners of whom I am chief.” 
Note that he was not a “little” sinner, he was 
the chief of sinners. There are no “little” sin- 
ners. 


Combine these two beautiful passages, two 
of the purest gems Paul gave us. They have 
led thousands to the foot of the Cross. Let’s 
rephrase them this way: “I know whom I have 
believed and my sins have been forgiven be- 
cause Christ came to save sinners of whom | 
am chief.” Written on our hearts, these words 
will go with us into eternity, a Divine revela- 


tion of the love and mercy of God. 
—Ralph Brewer 


Spiritual Unrest 


Many people are worried today about the 
social unrest that is manifest all around us. 
Check that worry off your list, because social 
unrest is a characteristic of a dynamic society 
such as ours and actually it is a sign of progress, 
not of retrogression. We notice it more today 
simply because man’s craving for a better social 
and economic order of things has been intensi- 
fied in a speed-ed up world. | 


In our spiritual lives, also spiritual unrest 
is a sign of man’s dissatisfaction with his 
spiritual state and it, too,.is a hopeful sign. 


The unsaved person who has not established 
contact with his Creator is very naturally ill 
at ease spiritually because in every human heart 
is a more or less active desire for that contact, 
and a person who is “out of touch” simply 


cannot find spiritual rest or happiness. 


But what about the Christians? There are 


varying degrees of spiritual unrest among them, 


too. The reason? Simply this: Many. Chris 
tians have not “grown “in Grace” ‘or in 
religious stature since were saved. “They 
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go along, just nominal Christians, “getting by”, 
so to speak. Conscience, however, gets in its 
work and continually whispers to the person 
about it, and if the voice of conscience is not 
heeded, then a restlessness of the soul, which 
has been starving, is the result. 


_ These little processes of life all have their 
meaning to us if we will but open our eyes to 


see. | 
Isn’t it wonderful? The Hand behind it all. 
R. Le. C. 
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Atlanta, Ga., June 19, 1958 
Dear Dr. Dendy: 


_ Since writing you about two weeks ago to 
cancel our subscription to the Journal, we have 
found nearly every article applying directly to 
needs in our hearts. Whether we have time 


or not, we simply cannot afford not to read it. 


First things first! Please renew our subscrip- 
tion. Enclosed is a check for $5.00 for two 


‘Sincerely, 
M. A. Okarma 


The Belief Presbyterians 


By Rev. E. Crowell Cooley 


This is an attempt to give a brief summary 


of the basic doctrines of the Presbyterian 


Church. The effort is not made to reflect cur- 


rent opinion, but to state in contemporary lan- 
guage with brevity the teaching of the Bible 
and the Westminster Standards, the official 
doctrinal standards in our Church. : 


Presbyterian theology is historically founded © 


upon the Bible as the very word of God. It 


is the only infallible rule of faith and practice. 


It is the final arbiter in any theological debate, 
the judge in controversies of religion, the stan- 
dard by which all teachings are to be exam- 
ined, whether they come from men or the 
church. We consider as included in the Bible 


_the sixty-six books of the Old and New Testa- 


ments, all of which are inspired. By inspira- 
tion our church means that the men who wrote 
the books employed their own language and 
style, but were so guided by the Holy Spirit 


in their thinking and writing that the message ~ 


is what God intended it to be. It is to be re- 
ceived as the infallible truth, because in it we 
have in reality the message of God to men. 


(See the Westminster Confession, Ch. 1; and 


II Tim. 3:16-17, I Thess. 2:13) 


A second fundamental element in Presby- 
terian theology is the need for the Holy Spirit. 
Without the working of God’s Spirit men can- 
not understand the Bible, God, or themselves. 


The Spirit of God must work in a man’s soul 


before he will recognize himself as a sinner 
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in need of salvation, before he will receive 
Christ as Saviour, and before he will accept 
the Bible as God’s Word. Without the Spirit 
of God a man will not grow in his Christian 
life, or remain faithful to Christ as Saviour 
and Lord. “The natural man receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit of God: for they are 
foolishness unto him; neither can he know 


them, because they are spiritually discerned” 
(1 Cor. 2:14). This need for God’s Spirit will 


be seen in all of our system of doctrine. This 
working of the Holy Spirit, however, is not 
to be confused with a modern day teaching 
which sounds similar. It is not the same as 
that theory which says that the Bible becomes 
God’s Word when God’s Spirit speaks to us 
in a particular place. This theory makes the 


‘statement that the Bible contains God’s Word, 


but is not all God’s Word. We believe it is 
all the Word of God, and is so accepted when 


the Holy Spirit regenerates and illuminates a 


man’s heart. (See Confession of Faith, Ch. I, 
Sec. II). 


The doctrine of most importance is about 


_ God. The Bible teaches that God is a Spirit, 


that is, He has no body or form as we possess. 
But God is more than an attitude or influence, 
like the spirit of the times — He is a Personal 
Being who has a will, a nature, etc. He is a 
Personal Spirit of unlimited power, knowledge, 


and wisdom. He has always existed and always 
will — there never was a time when God was 
not,’ He is not limited by space or time. God 
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is holy, that is separated from sin. God is a 
God of justice, goodness, and truth. He is 
also a God of love. God is limited only by 
His own nature, and not by anything outside 
of Himself. He can act contrary to any of 
His created laws, but not contrary to Himself. 


God is a personal Spirit who exists in three 
Persons — God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Ghost. The three persons always 
act in harmony and all possess the same nature 
— they are truly one God. 


God is sovereign. By His power He has 
created all that exists outside of Himself, and 
this creation is made out of nothing — John 1:3. 
This includes the invisible things of the world, 
as well as the visible. He created the world 
for the manifestation of His own glory. God 
still rules in His creation — sustaining it con- 
tinually by the word of His power - Col 1:17. 
He has a plan for the world which will be 
fulfilled, and every man and event has a place 
in that plan. The fulfillment of the plan does 
not do violence to the freedom of man, but 
includes it. 


In our church we believe that man is the 
creation of God. Man was made in the image 
of God, like God in that he possesses a will, 
can think rationally, is conscious of himself, 
and can act morally. Man possesses an ever- 
lasting soul, and a body. The race of man- 
kind was represented in the persons of Adam 
and Eve, who were endowed with knowledge, 
righteousness, and holiness, but under the pos- 
sibility of transgression, possessing a will that 
could choose good or evil. They chose to dis- 
obey God, so now their posterity is in possession 
of a corrupted nature, with hearts and wills 
inclined to do only evil continually. (See Jer. 
17:9, Gen. 6:5, Shorter Catechism. Q. 18, 19, 


Confession of Faith, Ch. 6.) Thus man in his | 


natural state (as born physically) is without 
righteousness, deserves the condemnation of 
God, and cannot deliver himself. 


God, because of His love and mercy, was not 
content to leave all men in sin, but decided for 
His own glory, to predestine some to everlast- 
ing life, while leaving others to the death which 
all men deserve. This decree of God includes 
the whole number that will be saved, and they 
were chosen not because of anything in them, 
but only because of the Grace of God. His 
election includes the ordination of the means 
whereby they will hear the gospel, respond with 
repentance and faith, and be kept faithful 
unto the end. In all of this God does not act 
contrary to the will of man, but rather works 
through his will and causes him to desire to 
be saved. (See Rom. 9:11-18 Eph. 1:4-5; Acts 
13:48). 

For the salvation of men God provided for 
their forgiveness by sending the second Person 


PAGE 8 


of the Trinity, Jesus Christ, into the world. 
He left his exalted place in glory to take upon 
Himself the form of a man, was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He is both God and man since the incarnation, 
and lived on this earth a life of perfect obedi- 
ence to God. He was then crucified, and in His 
Person bore our sins upon the tree, making 
atonement for sin and satisfying the divine 
justice of God. He rose from the dead, and 
is now making intercession for his own before 
God, the Father, from whence He shall come in 
glory and power to this earth to judge the 
living and the dead. 


The Holy Spirit, the third person of the Trin- 
ity, is the person through whom the decrees 
and election of God are activated. He works 
in the world in general, but specifically in 
the hearts of the elect to convict them of sin, 
to give them the will to obey God and follow 


Christ, and dwells in the hearts of believers 


to guide them into truth and a holy life. He 
is the source of illumination as we study the 
word, of comfort in our sufferings, and of 
power in the Christian life. 


As God has provided for the salvation of 
men by their election, by the provision of 
Christ the Saviour, and by the Holy Spirit, so 
he requires that men respond to His call. This 
response must be in the form of humble re- 
liance upon or faith in the Lord Jesus Christ 
for salvation. The person who repents of his 
sin and trust in Christ for forgiveness, is for- 
given and accepted as righteous. His justifica- 
tion in God’s sight, however, is not because of 
his faith but based upon the atoning life and 
death of Jesus Christ. One who thus receives 


Christ is adopted into the family of God, be- 


comes a son of God, and God is his Father 
in the fullest sense. Ihe Holy Spirit, who has 
worked in his heart to bring him to Christ, 
continues to dwell in his heart to lead him on 
in the Christian life. As a Christian the be- 
liever will desire to do good works in order 
to show his thankfulness to God. He will 
desire to be more and more like Christ — 
to walk in obedience to His will, and to forsake 
sin. The Holy Spirit will lead him on in this 
work, so that although he may falter and fall, 
the true believer will in the end be restored 
and saved. His final salvation is not the result 
of his good works, however, but is by the grace 
and mercy of God alone. | 


. The Christian will manifest his faith in 
Christ by making a public acknowledgement of 
his belief. This is done through telling others, 
and through uniting with the church. The Chris- 
tian Church is made up of all true believers 
in Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour, 


whether living or dead, and we call this the 
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invisible church or the Holy Catholic Church. 
The visible church is composed of all those 
living who profess faith in Jesus Christ, and 
their baptized children. The church has the 
task of preaching the word of God, administer- 
ing the Sacraments, and exercising discipline 
among believers. The church does not have 
the right to establish doctrines in addition to 
or contrary to that which is taught in the Bible. 
All visible churches, being composed of imper- 
fect persons, are subject to make errors, and 
do err. Every church member has a responsi- 
bility to promote the purity and peace of the 


church. 


There are two sacraments recognized in the 
Presbyterian Church — Baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper. A sacrament is an outward, visible sign 
of an inward invisible grace. In the sacraments 
God, by the Holy Spirit, gives a blessing to 
the one who receives it in faith. The blessing 
of the sacrament depends upon the faith and 
spiritual condition of the one who receives it, 
and not upon the one who administers it 
(1 Corinthians 11:23-34). Communion or the 
Lord’s Supper is for all who know Christ as 
their Lord and Saviour, and have made a public 
profession of their faith. Baptism is for be- 
lievers in Christ, and their children. It is a 


sign and seal of God’s promise to save those who 
believe in Christ, and because it symbolizes 
God’s promise and God’s work of regeneration, — 
it is given to the children of believers as well 
as adults. In no case is a person to be baptized 
more than once. (Acts 2:38-39; 16:32-34, see 
Genesis 17:9-14; Colossians 2:11-12). 


_ Concerning death and the future, we believe 
that when a Christian dies, his body goes to 
the grave, but his soul goes to be with the 
Lord. (Luke 23:43, II Corinthians 5:6-9). The 
soul of the lost person at death goes to a place © 
of. darkness and torment, hell (Luke 16:23-24). 
They remain in these places until the day of 
the Lord, when Christ shall return to the earth 

in power and glory to bring judgment and © 
establish the new heavens and a new earth. At 
Christ’s return the dead bodies shall be raised 
and united with their souls (John 5:28-29) 
the living shall be changed (Philippians 3:21), 
all shall be judged (II Corinthians 5:10) and 
then go to their final state. The saved go to 
eternal blessedness and glory with Christ, the 
lost to eternal darkness (Matt. 25:46). The 
return of Christ is the hope of the Church, for 
when He comes again the Christian will be 
removed from all sin and will fully glorify and 
enjoy God forever. 


Fishing Without Hooks 


“And He saith unto them, follow me 
and I will make you fishers of men.” - 


One of the basic needs in our preaching today 
is the use of an invitation. Some of you will 
say, what is an invitation? An invitation is 
giving the people an opportunity to accept Jesus 
Christ as their personal Saviour, or to re- 
dedicate themselves to the Lord, the church and 
to His service. : 


A few days ago, a man left his home early 
one morning; the sun was just coming up. He 
gathered together all his paraphernalia, fishing 
pole, tackle box, and his minnow bucket, got 
into his car and drove out to the lake. There 
he found a nice quiet place to fish. He took 
all his gear out and got his pole ready and 
cast it out into the water. All day long that 
man cast and trolled up and down the lake. 
When evening came, no fish. So he drove home 
tired and disgusted. Yet the very next morn- 
ing he got up, got into his car, took all his 
gear out, found another place along the shore, 
took out his fishing pole, cast it into the water 
and fished all day long. Again, no fish. This 
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went on for five mornings. All over the lake, 
up and down the banks, casting, trolling, every 
way you could catch fish, he tried. Finally the 
last day as the evening was coming on, an old 
timer walked by as the young man was sitting 
there on the shore fishing. 


The old timer said, “You doing any good?” 


_ The young fellow said, “No sir, I’m not, I 
haven’t gotten a fish. Been fishing five days 


| and I still haven’t a fish.” 


The old man said, “Let me see your pole.” 


So the young fellow handed him the pole. 
The man reeled in the line and he looked 
at the pole. It was in good shape. His bait 
was there, everything was all right and then 
he saw what the trouble was. He looked at the 
young man and said, “Brother, you would catch 
more fish if you had a hook on your line.” 


You say this is silly for a man to go out. 
for five days, fish up and down the lake, troll, 
cast and not have a hook on his line. How 
does he expect to catch fish? You say this 
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is foolish, yet this is what we are doing every 
week when we get up and preach without giv- 
ing an invitation. We are fishing without 
hooks. To preach and not give an invitation 
is like fishing without hooks. 


What is preaching without an_ invitation? 
Preaching without an invitation is like a bucket 
without a bottcm in it. It is like a wild beating 
of the air. It is like a ship withcut a port. It 
is like a man who mounts up on his horse 
and rides off in all different directions. It is 
like a kite without a string. It goes willy-nilly 
through the air, not knowing where it is going 
to land. It is like spreading a great feast before 
a hungry man, without asking and inviting him 
to partake. It is like fishing without hooks. 


You say, why should we give an invitation? 
Why is it so important? First of all, it is tra- 
ditional in the Church to give an invitation. 
It is traditional in the Church for a man to 
make a public profession of his Lord before 
his fellowmen. Christ says, “If you confess me 
before men, I will confess you before my Father 
which is in Heaven.” Not only is it traditional 
in the Church, but Christ’s whole ministry was 
a great invitation. We read His words which 
say, “Come unto me all ye who are weary and 
heavy laden and I will give you rest.’ “Follow 
me and J will make you fishers of men.” Christ’s 


whole ministry, Christ’s whole life was an in- ~ 


vitation for those around about Him to accept 
Him as their personal Lord and Saviour; to 
follow Him and to live His life. Not only is 
it traditional in the Church that we give an 
invitation, not only is it like Christ who gave 
an invitation; but the third reason why we 
should give an invitation is because people 
will not accept Jesus Christ unless they are 
asked. People will not ordinarily accept Him 
‘unless they are invited into the fold. 


The story is told of a salesman who went 
one day to a door, knocked on the door and 
the wife came to the door. Immediately he 
burst into the room and started demonstrating 
his vacuum cleaner and for 45 minutes he pre- 
sented his high pressure tactics of how great 
this vacuum cleaner was; how much it would 
do to lighten her work. After 45 minutes he 
turned to the lady and said, “Lady, why don’t 
you buy this machine?” 


She look him in the eye and said, “You 
didn’t ask me.’ 


We say, why aren’t people joining our thurch? 
Why aren’t we seeing the growth in our 
churches that we used to see? Why is it we 
see pews empty in our churches today? Why 
is it that men and women aren’t giving them- 
selves to Jesus Christ in full-time Christian 
service? Why is it that our churches are lacking 
ministers today? Why is it on the mission fields 
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people are crying, “We need missionaries.’ It : 
is because the men in the pulpit are failing to 
invite all hearers to make a choice after giving 
the glorious message of Jesus Christ’s love. 


We spread this mighty feast before them and 
tell them of the love of God, and all that God 
can do for them, and all that God has done 
for them, and yet, after we have _ presented 
our case, we never invite them to accept Jesus 
Christ. We don’t clinch the deal. | 


_ Why is it important that we give an invita- 
tion? The most important reason we should 
have an invitation is because men’s souls are 
at stake. Men without Jesus Christ are lost. 
Men without Jesus Christ are damned and 
doomed. Men without Jesus Christ have no 


future, have no opportunity of living a full. 


and satisfying life. Men without Jesus Christ 
don’t know what it is to live. Men without 
Jesus Christ have no idea the joy and peace 
that can come to an individual when they have 
Jesus Christ in their heart and in their life. 


Men’s souls are at stake. Men’s blood is 
upon your and my hands, when we stand in 
the sacred desk and do not invite them into 
the opened arms of Jesus Christ. 


D. L. Moody, in one of his great services 
in Chicago, was preaching in that great audi- 
torium filled with people. There were thou- 
sands of people there that night and D. L. 
Moody spoke on, “What will you do with Jesus, 
that is called Christ?” And so he brought his 
service to a close, he looked those people in 
the eye and said, ‘Ladies and gentlemen, I want 
you to go home tonight and consider what 
you will do with Jesus and then come back and 
make your decision tomorrow night.” That was 
the night of the great Chicago fire. Hundreds, 
yea, thousands never had the opportunity again 
to make a decision for Jesus Christ. Thousands 
that were at that meeting that night were 
lost, without having the opportunity of giving 
their life to Christ. D. L. Moody said that never 
again would he close a meeting without giving 
the men and women in that service the oppor- — 
tunity of giving their life to Jesus Christ. Why 
is it important that we give an invitation? 


1. It is traditional in the Church. 
2. Christ’s whole ministry was an invitation. 


3. People will not accept Jesus Christ unless 
they are asked. 


_ The most important thing is that men’s and 
women’s souls are at stake and we spread be- 


fore them this feast cf the gospel of Jesus — 


Christ and never invite them to partake. 


Men, we stand teday at the threshold of our 
ministry. Many of us will be going out to 
preach this summer. We stand on the new 
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vista of an opportunity of presenting the word 
of God to these who are lost; of feeding our 
flocks. We have in our hands today a great 
spiritual feast. We are God’s fishers of men. 
That is what the Lord has called us to. He 
says, “Follow me and I will make you fishers 
of men.” ‘The Lord Jesus Christ, I believe, 
expects us to use everything at our finger tips 
to bring men and women to the Lord Jesus 


Christ. Yes, we are fishers of men and yet 


many of us are fishing without hooks. 


“Canst thou not hear the cry of the torn and 
bleeding lamb, | 


Lost, deserted, rejected by all. 
Throw open the doors and welcome Him in. 


Canst thou not hear the cry of the world, 
Lost, deserted, rejected by all. 


Throw open the door and welcome them in 
For Jesus died to save them from their sins.”’ 


Let us show to the world the opened arms 
of Jesus Christ as He cried to the multitude, 
“Come unto me all ye that are weary and heavy 
laden and I will give you rest.” 


I beseech you, let us not fish without hooks. 
Let us not merely spread before the people 
the precious message of the gospel. Let us 
not show the people a feast and then not invite 
them to partake. Let us fish with hooks. 


Let us give our hearers a chance. 


Let us pray. 
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lishers is seeking book-length manuscripts of all types—fiction, 
non-fiction, poetry. Special attention to new writers. For more 
information, send for booklet JS—zi’s free. Vantage Press, 
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PRESBYTERIAN 
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W. E. HILL, JR., PREACHING ENGAGEMENTS 


The following is Rev. W. E. Hill’s itinerary 
for the second half of 1958. He is now making 
engagements for the first half of 1959. Address - 
Hopewell, Va. 


July 6-13: Providence Forge, Virginia, Rev. 
Vernon E. Inman. 


July 27 - August 3: Gray Court South Carolina, 
Rev. Reuben J. Wallace. 


August 6-15: Huntsville, Alabama, Rev. J. 
Lewis Baker. 


August 20: Weaverville, North Carolina, Con- 
ference on Reformed Theological Thought. 


September 10-19: Jackson, Tennessee, Rev. C. C. 
Baker. 

September 21-28: Radford, Virginia, Rev. 
Charles Browning. 

October 5-12: Burlington, North Carolina, Rev. 
Don Skinner. 

October 15-23: Covington, Virginia, Rev. R. E. 
Huey. 

October 29 - November 6: Huntington, West 
Virginia, Rev. Vernon Fisher. 

November 12-20: Piedmont, Alabama, Rev. 
Tom Buchanan. 

November 23-30: Port St. Joe, Florida, Rev. 
H. M. Punt. 

December 3-11: Pensacola, Florida, Rev. Dave 
Hamilton. 
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LESSON FOR AUGUST 3 


Guarding Our Freedoms 


Background Scripture: Amos 7:10-17; John 8:31-38; Acts 4:15-20; 5:27-32; Galatians 3:23-28; 5:1-25; 


Colossians 4:1, 7-9; Philemon 


Devotional Reading: Isaiah 58:6-12. 


We talk and write a great deal about “freedom” and “liberty.” We divide the world into the 


“Free World” and the world under the domination of the Communists. They, in turn, speak of their 
government as a democracy and our nation as enslaved by Capitalism. These two words are used 
to mean entirely different things. It is the same way with individuals. By “liberty” or freedom many 
a man means license to do as he pleases. In their use of the word, we take away their liberty when 


we safeguard society by law. They know noth- 
ing about “the law of liberty.” They would 
use their freedom as a cloak to cover up their 
sin. | 


The prophet Isaiah describes the freedom 
which comes through our loosing the bands 
of wickedness, undoing heavy burdens, letting 


the oppressed go free, dealing our bread to the — 


hungry and clothing the naked. This is the 
sort of freedom which will come when the glory 
of the Lord is revealed. Christ said in his first 
sermon at Nazareth that He had come to preach 
deliverance to the captives and to set at liberty 
them that are bound. Isaiah saw this in our 
Devotional Reading and in 61:1, the passage 
from which Jesus was reading. The coming 
of Christ brought freedom into the world. 

There are many forms of freedom which we 
are to cherish and guard. 


I. Freedom to Speak the Message of God: 
Amos 7:10-17. | 


Amos came from the ‘Southern Kingdom ol 


Judah and had to deliver his message to the 
Northern Kingdom of Israel. The people, and 
especially the leaders, did not relish his message 
or welcome the prophet. Amaziah the priest 
advised him to go back home and preach. Amos 
replied that the Lord had sent him. This is 
a freedom which all preachers must guard. The 
world would often shut our mouths and send 
us back home. If God had sent us with a 
message then we must claim the right to deliver 
our message. It is not always a palatable mes- 
sage. People do not like to be told of their 


sins and of judgment which will come. They 


will take away our liberty in this respect if 
they can. There are places in the world which 
are as hostile to such a message as Israel was 
to the message of Amos. If God is speaking 
through us, then we should claim the right 
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to speak for Him. This is the best form of 
the “Freedom of speech” about which we boast 
in America. We should certainly be free to 
speak what God tells us to speak. 


II. Freedom from the Slavery of Sin: 
John 8:31-38. 

Jesus told the Jews that believed on Him, ye 
shall know the truth, and the truth shall make 
you free. They boastfully say, We have never 
been in bondage to any man; and how sayest 
thou, Ye shall be made free. Jesus passes by 


the obvious error in their statement, for they 


had been in slavery in Egypt, and were even 
then under Roman rule, and says to them, 
Whosoever committeth sin is the servant (slave) 


‘of sin. Now all have sinned, and so all are 


slaves. 


How can we be made free? The truth makes 
men free. Jesus Christ makes men free: If the 
Son shall make you free, ye shall be free in- 
deed. Yes, Christ makes men free! What a 
wonderful Liberator He is! Millions of slaves 
of sin have been set free by our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Are you still a slave? Then He can 
and will make you free if you will come to 
Him. It is a great experience to be one of 
His freedmen! 


III. Freedom to Witness for Christ: Acts 4:15.20. 
The rulers of the Jews had arrested Peter 
and John and charged them to speak to no 
man in this name. They made the noble reply, 
We cannot but speak the things which we have 
seen and heard. To be a witness is to tell 
others what we have seen and heard. They were 
Christ’s witnesses. They must testify. They 
claimed the freedom to do this. They had first 
hand facts concerning the death and resurrec- 
tion of their Lord. They must tell these facts. 
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By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


BEERS 


I am afraid we allow our mouths to be 
stopped and fail to give our testimony. We 
are sometimes ashamed to speak in this name, 
the name above every name. Jesus says that 
if we are ashamed of Him, He will be ashamed 
of us. Oh that God would make us as brave 
and bold as Peter and John! Let us not be 
silent. ‘The world needs our testimony. 


IV. Freedom to Obey God rather than Men: 
Acts 5:27-32. 

The apostles are again arrested and charged 
with disobeying their orders not to speak in 
the name of Christ. Peter and the other apos- 
tles said, We ought to obey God rather than 
men. When the law of God and the laws of 
men are in conflict then we must obey the 
Higher Law. Paul exhorts us to obey magis- 
trates and all in authority and as a usual thing 
this is right, for the powers that be are ordained 
of God. But when these authorities forbid 
us to speak in the name of Christ we must 
refuse. In our country we have tried to safe- 
guard this freedom. If a man is a “‘conscientious 
objector,” he can even be excused from active 


military service. We do not require a Quaker | 


to serve in the army or to take an oath on 
the witness stand. Our missionaries closed some 
of our schools rather than “bow to the em- 
peror” of Japan. Persecution often comes in 
some lands if we insist on our freedom to obey 
God rather than men. This was the case in 
Germany and many were put in concentration 
camps. 


V. Freedom from the Bondage of the Law: 
Galatians 3:23-28. 

Are we saved by the deeds of the law or by 
grace according to the promise of God? Salva- 
tion by works is a slavish bondage: salvation 
by grace through faith, is a glorious freedom. 
In this chapter Paul is proving that the law, 
which came hundreds of years after the prom- 
ise of God to Abraham, could not destroy that 
promise. Indeed, the Law is our schoolmaster 
to bring us unto Christ that we might be justi- 
fied by faith. We become children, not slaves, 
children of God by faith in Jesus Christ. The 
position of a child is much freer than a slave. 
We are not to work ourselves to death trying 
to be saved by the deeds of the law; we are 
to accept the promise of God by faith and be- 
come children of God by faith in Jesus Christ. 


This is one of the “Freedoms” which the 
Protestant Church claimed when it revolted 
against the bondage of the Roman Church and 
its legalism and tyranny. Justification by Faith 
is one of the foundation stones of our Protes- 
tant Faith and we find ample proof of this in 
Galatians and Romans. 


VI. Freedom to Walk in the Spirit: 
Galatians 5:1-25. 


Freedom from the law does not mean license 
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to do as we please: it means that we are free 
to walk after the Spirit. We are to stand fast 
in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us 
free and be not entangled again in the yoke 
of bondage. We must not “fall from grace” 
and try to be saved by works. 


But works have their place. The works of 
the flesh are manifest, and the Christian is 
not to indulge in them. We have been born 
of the Spirit and the fruit of the Spirit must 
be evident in our lives, “love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance: against such there is no law.” “We 


live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the 


Spirit.” 

Here is the answer we give to all who try 
to take our freedom away from us: the free- 
dom we have when we.are justified by faith, 
saved by grace, without the deeds of the law. 
We are new creatures in Christ Jesus: we will 
live a new life, and this new life in the Spirit 
is a life of perfect freedom. 


VII. Slaves, or Beloved Brothers: 
Colossians 4:1, 7-9 Philemon. | 

Slavery was everywhere in Paul’s day. He 
had a great deal to say both to the masters and 
to the servants. He exhorted the latter to 
obey in all things your master according to 
the flesh; not with eye-service, as men pleasers; 
but in singleness of heart, fearing God. He 
did not advise or in any way urge them to 
escape from their masters, but to serve them 
well and to “adorn the doctrine of God our 
Saviour in all things.” Many of these slaves 
made the Christian life so beautiful and at- 
tractive that their masters were won to Christ. 
They were to obey their masters with fear and 
trembling. 


The run-a-way slave, Onesimus, was con- 
verted under Paul and became his devoted 
servant and friend. Paul sends him back to 
Philemon, his master, writing a beautiful let- 
ter urging his master to receive him not as a 
slave but as a beloved brother. We are not 
given the sequel to the story, but we can safely 
presume that Onesimus went back and was 
received and forgiven and that the Christian 
master and servant were happy together. 


He exhorts masters to give their servants 
that which is just and equal: knowing that ye 
also have a Master in heaven. Paul called him- 
self the servant (or slave) of Jesus Christ. We 
are to remember that we all have one Lord 
and Master Whose we are and Whom we serve. 


We do not have the problem of slavery any 
more, but we do have the problem of labor 
and management. The exhortations of Paul 
in regard to slavery would equally apply 
wherever we have those who hire and _ those 
who are hired. When they meet to discuss 
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roblems, do they meet as “beloved brothers.” 
If both are Christian, real Christians, then this 


should be the attitude towards each other. 


The trouble is that this spirit seldom prevails 
and we have costly strikes, hard feelings and 
often violence of one sort or another. 

If at all such conferences Paul’s counsel to 
masters and slaves could be read and applied, 
I believe there would be little trouble in reach- 


\ 
) 


ing an agreement and that the spirit of love 
would smooth out all the differences. er- 
tainly need such a spirit today. The great 
principles laid down by Paul and others can 
be applied to our life and to our condition, 


if we will face the issues as Christians. The 


teaching of the New Testament would settle 
all our disputes before they become real dis- 
putes, as brothers in Christ should settle them. 


YOUNG PEOF 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR AUGUST 3 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Break It Up 


Scripture: II Timothy 3 


Suggested Hymns: 


“A Charge to Keep I Have” 
“I Would Be True” 
“Trust and Obey” 


Note to Program Leader: 


(If you can arrange for an official from the 
juvenile courts to speak to your young “people, 
be sure to do so. He can give you the facts 
about juvenile delinquency in your area, and 
can make some helpful suggestions as to what 
you can do to make improvements. Ask him to 
deal especially with the problem of vandalism. 
Allow time for a question and answer period 
in which the young people can raise their 
questions and problems.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


The cry “Break it up!” can mean two very 
different things. It can be the cry which trig- 
gers a gang of unprincipled hoodlums into 
an orgy of property destruction. This is the 
crime which is known as vandalism. The dic- 
tionary defines a vandal as “one who wilfully 
destroys. or mars anything beautiful, as a work 
of art.” Vandalism is the senseless, malicious 
destruction of things, and it is a crime which 
is becoming increasingly prevalent among young 
people. 

On the other hand, the cry “Break it up!” 
can be the battle cry of decent young people 
who are determined to stop this senseless prac- 
tice. —The young people of the United States, 
and of other countries as well, are getting a 
bad name. Juvenile crime is on the increase 
at an alarming rate. Even so, statistics indi- 
cate that the great majority of young people 
are decent, law-abiding citizens. It is only about 
three out of every hundred young people who 
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contribute to the bad name under which all 
must suffer. 


Our speakers will try to show us some of 
the things that make young people take part 


in this destructive activity and some of the 


measures that can be taken to put a stop to it. 


First Speaker: 

Why do young people want to destroy things? 
There are undoubtedly many answers which 
could be given to this question. Many of them 
would have elements of truth in them. If you 
questioned the young vandals themselves, their 
answer would probably boil down to a search 
for excitement. It is natural that young peo- 
ple should be on the lookout for thrills, but 
not all have learned the distinction between 
wholesome thrills and unwholesome thrills. 


Evidently the wanton destruction and de- 


facement of property provides some kind of 


thrill, but it is surely of the unwholesome kind. 
It is a forbidden thing, it is a violent thing, 
and it involves danger. All of these combine 


_ to make excitement. The excitement is height- 


ened by the mob spirit. Acts of vandalism are 
usually committed by gangs. Even supposedly 
mature adults lose their reason when they be- 


~ come members of a mob, so we should not 


be too surprised at the senseless deeds of teen- 


age mobs. 


These are some of the generally accepted 
explanations for vandalism. It is true that 


they are not very intelligent or commendable, 


but many who know to do well can be guilty 


of some very foolish conduct. 


Second Speaker: 
The question now is what to do about van- 
dalism. How can we “Break it up?” The per- 


son who is so warped that he seeks his thrills — 
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from being wantonly destructive needs to be 
changed from the inside out. He needs a new 
set of attitudes and a new nature. The power 
of the gospel of Christ can provide the needed 
transformation. (Read Romans 1:16 and II 
Corinthians 5:17.) Many are concerned because 
both the crime rate and church membership 
are at an all time high. These facts have led 
some to the conclusion that religion makes no 
difference in the life of the nation. Those who 
have experienced the power of the gospel know 
that it does make a difference. Perhaps we have 
been substituting man-made religion for the true 
gospel. 


The true religion of Jesus Christ demands 
a respect for law. Vandalism always goes hand 
in hand with a spirit of lawlessness. We are 
made to be like God. The moral law is not 
a set of arbitrary rules. It is a reflection of 
the character of God. As we measure ourselves 
by God’s law we are made to see how far 
short we come of His character and His glory. 
(Read Romans 3:23.) When we come face 
to face with the law, we know that we are sin- 
ners, that sin is an offense against a holy God, 


and that it is very serious. Many young vandals 
seem to have no sense of wrongdoing, so they 
see no need of making a change in their way 
of thinking and living. On the other hand, the 
person who recognizes himself to be a sinner 
also recognizes his need of a saviour. (Read 
Galatians 3:24.) The person who comes to 
Christ by faith finds life and joy and peace. 
As we said at the beginning, it is natural for 
young people to seek thrills. ‘The thrill that 
comes from yielding one’s life to Christ is both 
wholesome and abiding. 


It is not to be expected that any of us shall 
be guilty of any acts of vandalism, but we 
do have a responsibility to those who have 
yielded to the wrong kind of thrills. We can 
preach to them, not in a “preachy” way, but 
by our lives and words. We can show them that 
the joy and peace that comes from knowing 
Christ is infinitely superior to the cheap and 
temporary thrills that may have come to them 
as they destroyed and defaced that which be- 
longed to someone else. If we can be faithful 
in the witness we bear, they will look on their 
way and want to “break it up.” 


NEWS 


Montreat Bible Conference 
Conference Schedule 


August 14th-24th, 1958 


THURSDAY, August 14 


9:00 A.M.—Dr. John H. Leith 

10:15 A.AM.—Dr. Geo. M. Docherty 
11:30 A.LM.—Dr. Manford Geo. Gutzke 
8:00 P.M.—Dr. Geo. M. Docherty 


FRIDAY, August 15 


9:00 A.M.—Dr. John H. Leith 

10:15 ALM.—Dr. Geo. M. Docherty 
11:30 A.M.—Dr. Manford Geo. Gutzke 
8 P.M.—Dr. Geo. M. Docherty 


SATURDAY, August 16 


9:00 A.LM.—Dr. John H. Leith 

10:15 A.LM.—Dr. Geo. M. Docherty 

11:30 A.M.—Dr. Manford Geo. Gutzke 

8:00 P.M.—Mr. Sol Cohen, Asheville vio- 
linist; light and serious compo- 
sitions 


SUNDAY, August 17 


9:45 A.M.—Dr. Manford Geo. Gutzke 
11:00 A.M.—Dr. Geo. M. Docherty 
8:00 P.M.—Dr. John H. Leith 
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MONDAY, August 18 


9:00 A.M.—Dr. Wade H. Boggs, Jr. 
10:15 A.M.—Dr. Harry A. Fifield 

11:30 A.M.—Dr. Julian Price Love 

8:00 P.M.—Dr. W. Taliaferro ‘Thompson 


TUESDAY, August 19 


9:00 A.M.—Dr. Wade H. Boggs, Jr. 

10:15 A.M.—Dr. Harry A. Fifield 

11:30 ALM.—Dr. Julian Price Love 

8:00 P.M.—Dr. W. Taliaferro ‘Thompson 


WEDNESDAY, August 20 


9:00 A.M.—Dr. Wade H. Boggs, Jr. 

10:15 A.M.—Dr. Harry A. Fifield 

11:30 A.M.—Dr. Julian Price Love 
P.M.—Dr. W. Taliaferro Thompson 


THURSDAY, August 21 
9:00 A.M.—Dr. Paul Leslie Garber 
10:15 AAM.—Rev. Colin W. Williams 
11:30 A.LM.—Dr. Julian Price Love 
8:00 P.M.—Dr. J. Wallace Hamilton 


FRIDAY, August 22 
9:00 A.M.—Dr. Paul Leslie Garber 
10:15 ALM.—Rev. Colin W. Williams 
11:30 A.M.—Dr. Joseph R. Sizoo 
8:00 P.M.—Rev. John Anderson Ross 
MacKenzie 
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SATURDAY, August 23 
9:00 A.M.—Dr. Paul Leslie Garber 
10:15 A.LM.—Rev. Colin W. Williams 
11:30 A.M.—Dr. Joseph R. Sizoo— | 
8:00 P.M.—Lecture by Dr. Paul. Leslie 
Garber: “Cities of St. Paul To- 
day,” with colored slides. 


SUNDAY, August 24 


11:00 A.M.—Dr. Joseph R. Sizoo 
8:00 P.M.—Rev. John Anderson Ross 
MacKenzie 


After San Francisco— 


At the conclusion of the Billy Graham Cru- 
sade in San Francisco comments and evaluations 
poured in. These could well fill a book. As 
indicated by a few comments from local min- 
isters which follow, it is evident that the Cru- 
sade made a profound impact upon the San 
Francisco area, in each walk of life. 


Dr. Kenneth B. Wallace, D. D. 
Thousand Oaks Baptist Church 
Berkeley, California 


“My ministry in this community has been of 
thirty years duration. I have never known a 
time during that period when religion has been 
the topic of conversation by so many people as 
now. Many who never before gave it much thought 
are searching their lives for the answer. The 
Crusade has been an outstanding blessing to our 
community. My own life and ministry have been 
touched so that I now feel a new purpose and 
confidence in serving and preaching. Our church 
has had forty-four decisions thus far. Many of 
my people are witnessing to their friends and 
rap I feel that the greatest blessing is yet 
o come... 


* * * * * 


~ Rev. Henry G. Pflueger 


Los Altos Lutheran Church 
Los Altos, California 


“Since I have always considered myself as a 
Conservative Lutheran, I went along with the Cru- 
sade, at first, with reservations. I can truthfully 
say now that I can see its impact on the com- 
munity and our church, and that my fears were 
groundless... ” 


* * * * * 


Rev. Wilbur C. Westerdahl 
Peninsula Covenant Church 
Redwood City, California 


“Not a very large congregation, the Peninsula 
Covenant Church was organized just six years 
ago, and today numbers 231 members. Increased 


- effectiveness immediately was observed in the 


lives of the 78 individuals from this fellowship 
who completed the Counsellor Training Classes. 


“During the Crusade we launched ‘Operation 
Andrew’ plan and over 1700 people used these 
facilities to attend the Crusade. In addition, hun- 
dreds of guests were taken to the Crusade in 


cars by members of the church. From this opera-. 
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tion a very realistic responsibility list of over 


- 800 families has been developed. 


“Through the weeks of the Crusade, we have 
received over 60 referrals with 80% of these never 
having had previous contact with the church. It 
is not beyond reason to expect an increase in 
our membership between now and the end of the 
year of nearly 50%, most of which will have come 
through the Bay Cities Crusade.” 


* * * * * 


Rev. Russell E. Horton 
Miraloma Community Church 
San Francisco, California 


“To date we have received 72 decision cards. 
This is quite phenomenal when one considers that 
our average morning congregation is 130 and 
our average evening attendance is 90. I would 
recommend full participation in these Crusades 
to any pastors and churches who want a re- 
vitalization of their own faith and who want to 
see what God can do when His people get to work.”’ 


* * * * * 


Dr. Clarence R. Sands 
San Jose, California 


‘““‘May I express my own personal appreciation 
for the Lord sending you here to the Bay Area. 
This Crusade in San Francisco has been one of 
the greatest demonstrations of the power of God. 
Even though San Jose First Baptist Church is 
out of the Bay Area, we have received over 100 
decision cards and more are coming. No evan- 
gelistic effort during my 15 years of pastorate 
has so vitalized our members, given them a desire 
to witness for Christ, placed a loyalty in them for 
their own church, and deepened their devotion as 
this Crusade. I have nothing but praise to the 
Lord for your ministry here, and for the splendid 
manner in which the Crusade was organized and 
conducted.”’ 


Sacramento 


Mr. Graham and his Team moved to this 
capital city of California and for eight nights 
the average attendance was over 18,000 each 
night with more than 5,000 making public de- 
cisions for Christ. 


One of the touching incidents of the Sacra- 
mento crusade was the receipt of a beautifully 
illuminated scroll on the front of which was 
exquisitely inscribed: 


AN URGENT INVITATION 
To Billy Graham 
and his team 
to bring the 
GOSPEL MESSAGE 
to the 
MEN OF FOLSOM 


“Come over ...and help us” Acts 16:19 
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Inside many of the guards and hundreds of 
the prisoners signed their names, asking Mr. 
Graham to come. 


On Saturday morning, July 5th, Mr. Graham 
went to Folsom Prison and of the 2,700 pris- 
oners 2,500 voluntarily turned out to hear him 
preach and when the invitation was given 
hundreds came forward and registered their de- 
cisions for Christ. 


We have before us an unsolicited letter from 


the Chief Chaplain at San Quentin Prison in 


San Francisco, telling of the blessing which 
has come to that famous prison because of 
Mr. Graham’s visit. We believe God is doing 
an equally effective work as a result of this 
visit to Folsom. 


Please pray for Mr. Graham as he continues 
throughout this month preaching in various 


major cities in California. 
—The Editors. 


Missionary News 
CONGO: 


The Rev. and Mrs. Daniel P. Juengst of our 
Congo mission announce the arrival of a son, Stuart 
William. He was born in Brussels on June 23. 


Mr. Juengst, of Croton Falls, N. Y., is a member 
of Sewannee Presbytery. He studied at Clarkson 
College of Technology in New York, Erskine Col- 
lege, Furman University and Union Seminary 

in Richmond, Va. 


Mrs. Juengst is the former Sara Covin of Belton, 
S. C. She is a graduate of Erksine College and 
studied for one year at the Assemblys Training 
School. She is a member of Lakeside Presbyterian 
Church in Richmond. 


_ Mr. and Mrs. Juengst went to Brussels last fall 
for language study before proceeding to Congo. 
They have one other child. 


The Rev. and Mrs. Robert W. Reinhold of 
Congo announce the arrival of a daughter, Martha 
Jean, born May 13 in Lubondai. 


The Reinholds have four other children. They 
are stationed at Moma where they are connected 
with the evangelistic work of the mission. 


They call Clearwater, Fla., home. He is a 
member of Westminster Presbytery and his wife is 
a member of Peace Memorial Presbyterian Church 
in Clearwater. 


She is the former Peggy Lou Thomas of Clear- 
water, and a graduate of Florida State College for 
Women. 


Mr. Reinhold was born in New York City. He 
was trained at St. Petersburg Junior College, As- 
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sembly’s Traininig School, Richmond Professional 
Institute and Union Seminary in Richmond. 


Missionaries from the Congo who will be on 
furlough in the United States this year include 
Miss Lucile McElroy, the Rev. and Mrs. George 
Stuart and family, the Rev. and Mrs. Charles T, 
McKee and family, and the Rev. and Mrs. David 
Miller and family. 


Miss McElroy has already arrived in this country 
on regular furlough. She will be in Montreat, 
N. C., through July. 


She was born in the Belgian Congo, the daughter — 
of missionary parents. She is a member of the 
First Presbyterian Church in Sherman, Tex. She 
studied at Queens College, Austin College, Emory 
University Nurse’s School, and took a Bible 
course at Columbia Seminary. 


The Stuarts and their four children are sched- 
uled to arrive in New York on July 5 and will. 
proceed to Griffin, Ga., upon arrival. 


Mrs. Stuart is the former Clara Hammond of 
Griffin. She is a member of the First Presbyterian 
Church there, and a graduate of Georgia State 
College for Women and the Assembly’s Training 
School. Mr. Stuart is a member of Knoxville | 
Presbytery. He is a graduate of Columbia College 
and Columbia Seminary. 3 


Mr. and Mrs. McKee are planning to leave 


the field with their five children in the middle 


of July. They will go directly to Atlanta, Ga, 
upon arrival in the U.S.A. 

Mr. McKee was born in Congo, the son of 
missionary parents. He studied at Davidson Col- 
lege, University of Chicago, and Columbia Semi- 
nary. He is a member of Atlanta Presbytery. 

His wife is the former Anne Shepherd of De- 
catur, Ga., a graduate of Agnes Scott College and 
a member of the Columbia Presbyterian Church 
in Decatur. 


The Millers with their three children are due 
to arrive in New York July 21. They will go to 
Montreat for a week, and then will make their 
home in Richmond, Va., during the furlough year. 


Mr. Miller is a native of Tennessee. He at- 
tended Davidson College and Union Seminary. 
He is a member of Holston Presbytery. 

Mrs. Miller is the former Polly Jean Yandell 
of Charlotte, N. C., and a member of the North 
Charlotte Presbyterian Church. She attended Mars 
a Junior College and the Assembly’ S Training 
School. 


Minienssies who have recently sailed or will 
soon be returning to Congo after furlough are: 
Mr. and Mrs, Frank Vandegrift, the Rev. and 
Mrs. Paul Long, the Rev. and Mrs. Charles 
Sthreshley, the Rev. and Mrs. A. Hoyt Miller, 
the Rev. and Mrs. Manford Saunders, the Rev. 
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and Mrs. Glenn Murray, and Miss Lena Rey- 
nolds; also the Rev. and Mrs. Wm. C. Washburn 


who returned via air travel. 


BRAZIL: 
| The Rev. and Mrs. William B. Moseley of 


our North Brazil mission announce the arrival of 
a son, William Brower. He was born in Fortaleza 


on May 16. 
The Moseleys have two daughters aged 16 and 8. 


He is a native of Pennsylvania, but considers — 


Chattanooga, Tenn., his home. He is a member 
of Knoxville Presbytery. He is a graduate of the 
University of Chattanooga, and Louisville Semi- 
nary. Before going to Brazil he served as pastor 
of the Bardstown, Ky., Presbyterian Church. | 


Mrs. Moseley is the former Ruth Brower of 
Fort Pierce, Fla. 


A daughter, Rebecca, was born on June 12 in 
Richmond, Va., to the Rev. and Mrs. T. Reichardt 
Taylor of our West Brazil Mission. 


Mr. Taylor received this training for his mission 
work at the University of Florida and Columbia 
Theological Seminary. A native of Leesburg, Fla., 
he is married to the former Margaret Elizabeth 
Folsom of that city. He is a member of the Knox- 
ville Presbytery. 3 


' The following missionaries have recently sailed 
or are soon returning to Brazil after regular fur- 
lough in the United States: the Rev. and Mrs. 
A. L. Davis, the Rev. and Mrs. J. M. Guthrie, 
Miss Betty Tinley, the Rev. and Mrs. L. M. 
Henderlite, the Rev. and Mrs. L. Sherwood Taylor, 
and the Rev. and Mrs. D. Lee Williamson. 


JAPAN: | | 
The Rev. and Mrs. James T. Magruder and 


son of our Japan mission arrived in this country 
the last of May for regular furlough. 


They visited his home in Bethesda, Md., and 


her home in Rock Hill, S. C., and -™ to spend 


the summer in Montreat. 


Mr, Magruder is a graduate of Washington 
and Lee University and Union Seminary in Rich- 
mond. His membership is in the Potomac Pres- 
bytery. 


Mrs. Magruder is the former Frances Craig 


of Rock Hill. She is a member of the Westover 
Hills Presbyterian Church in Little Rock, Ark. 
She attended Agnes Scott College, Converse Col- 


lege, Winthrop College, the University of Ten- 
-nesee, and Assembly’s Training School. 


KOREA: 


A son, Walter Samuel, was born on May 22 


‘in Korea to the Rev. and | Mrs. David L. Parks. 
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Mr. Parks is from Weaverville, N. C. He re- 
ceived his education at North Carolina College of 
A & E, Georgia Institute of Technology, and 
Columbia Seminary. He is a member of Central 
Mississippi Presbytery. 


Mrs. Parks is the former Anna Rue Osteen of 
Black Mountain, N. C. She is a member of the 
Weaverville Presbyterian Church. She attended 
Montreat College, Blue Mountain College, and 
Belhaven College. 


The Rev. and Mrs. John N. Somerville and 
family are among the missionaries from Korea who 
are arriving in this country to begin furlough. 
The Somervilles and their two young sons arrived 
in San Francisco July 3. 


They will spend the summer in Montreat, and 
then go to Mission Haven in Decatur, Ga., for 
the winter. 


He is a graduate of Presbyterian College and 
Columbia Seminary, and is a member of Asheville 
Presbytery. She is the former Virginia Bell of 
Montreat, where she still retains membership in 
the Montreat Presbyterian Church. She is a 
graduate of Wheaton College and Johns Hopkins 


Hospital School of Nursing. 


Miss Miriam Dunson is due to arrive in At- 
lanta, Ga., on July 19, after completing a short — 
term appointment to Korea. 


She is a native of Commerce, Ga., and a member 
of the Presbyterian Church there. She will be at 
home in that city until September 1 when she will 
begin her work at Georgia State College for 
Women in Milledgeville. Miss Dunson studied at 
GSCW, Moody Bible Institute, and the Assembly’s 


Training School. 


Miss Florence Root left Korea in late June to 
return to this country on furlough. She plans to 
go to Marlin, Tex., upon her arrival here. 


She is a native of New York State, and received 
her training at Smith College, Syracuse University, 
and Assembly’s Training School. She is a member 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Laurel, 


Mississippi. 


The Rev. and Mrs. Hugh Linton and family 
have arrived in the U.S.A. on furlough. They 
went first to Orlando, Fla., and will make their 
home at Mission Haven in Decatur, Ga.” 

The Linton family included four sons and one 
daughter. 

Mr. Linton is a second generation missionary to’ 
Korea. The son of the Rev. and Mrs. W. A. 
Linton, he was born in Korea. He is a member 
of Atlanta Presbytery. He studied at Erskine 
College, Erskine Seminary, Columbia Seminary, 
and Princeton Seminary. 


_ His wife is the former Betty Flowers of Have- 


lock, N. C. She is a member of the Decatur, Ga., 


Presbyterian Church. She studied at Santa Rosa 


PAGE 19 


on i} 
ude 
T. 
vid 
ty 
eat, 
he 
the 
ed- 
ill. 

of 

lan 
tate 

ing 

ille 

ave 
ldle 

of 

ol- 

mi- 
Ve- 
and 

» to 

eir 
ear. 

at- 
Ary. 
dell 

rth 

ars 

ing 

ill 

re: 
and 
les 
ler, 

AL 


Junior College, Napa Junior College, Erskine 
College, and Erskine Seminary. 


The Rev. and Mrs. Joe B. Hopper are sched- 
uled to arrive in Montreat, N. C., on July 7 with 
their four children on regular furlough in this 
country. 


Mr. and Mrs. Hopper are both the children 
of missionaries. He was born in Korea and gradu- 
ated from Davidson College and Union Seminary 
in Richmond, Va. He is a member of Montgomery 
Presbytery. 


She is the former Dorothy Longenecker, who 
was born in the Belgian Congo, and is a member 
of the Presbyterian Church in Quitman, Ga. She 
is a graduate of Queens College and Assembly’s 
Training School. 


Board of Church Extension 
Report of June, 1958 


Budget for 1958 $1,965,965.00 
Receipts to Date 397,923.91 
Percentage of Annual Budget 20.24% 
Balance needed for year 1,568,132.09 


G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Orange Presbytery on June 19th in its Three 
hundred and Eighth Stated Meeting held in Stony 
Creek Church elected Rev. K. M. Misenheimer, 
pastor of the Mt. Vernon Springs-Siler City 
Churches and Permanent Clerk of the Presbytery, 
moderator to succeed Mr. I. C. Crawford, an 
Elder in the Presbyterian Church of the Covenant. 


Three ministers were received and commissions 


were appointed to install them: Rev. Burton M. 


Sherrod, from Guerrant Presbytery, to be installed 
pastor of the East Burlington Presbyterian Church; 
Rev. Chas. G. Fitzpatrick, from Albemarle Presby- 
tery, to become pastor of the Dogwood Acres 
Church; Rev. Jerry C. McCann, from Wilmington 
Presbytery, to beome pastor of the new St. Paul 
Church in Greensboro. 


Four candidates were examined with a view to 
licensure and ordination and commissions were ap- 
pointed to ordain and install: Mr. James P. Carse, 
of the Y.M.C.A. in Chapel Hill and to be ordained 
in the Presbyterian Church there; Mr. John E. 
Eliason, pastor of the Hope View Church; Mr. 
Wm. E. Massey, Jr. pastor of the Cross Roads 
Presbyterian Church; Mr. Zeb N. Holler, Jr., was 
ordained by the Presbytery as an evangelst. He 
sage to study in Sotland on a Fellowship awarded 

im at Union Theological Seminary of Virginia. 


The pastoral relations between Rev. Guy M. 
Morrow and the Stony Creek-Oakview Churches 
were at his request dissolved and he was given a 
letter of transfer to Fayetteville Presbytery where 
he becomes pastor of the Cedar Rock and Summer- 
ville Churches. Rev. T. B. Ruff was honorably 
retired and he was given a letter of transfer to 
Mecklenburg Presbytery. | 


Presbytery adopted a suggestion of Rev. H. R. 
McFayden and the Presbyterians of Orange are 
going to be asked to read the four Gospels during 
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the month of October using as a caption “Thirty 
Days With Jesus.” 


Four Stewardship workshops on the Pre-budget 
Canvass under the leadership of Rev. John Parks 
and Rev. B. S. Hodges will be held August 24-27 
for canvass directors. 


Dr. Chester Alexander addressed the Presbytery 
on the subject of the Christian Campus Life for 
$300,000.00. 


Rev. Louie Andrews was elected Permanent 
Clerk protem and Revs. Lee Adkins and John A. 
Womeldorf assisted as Temporary Clerks. The 
next regular meeting of the Presbytery will be 
held in the First Presbyterian Church of Asheboro 
on September 11th at 9:30 A.M. 


R. H. Stone, Stated Clerk 


Maxton—Presbyterian Junior College announces 
the appointment of the Reverend Edward F. Torsch 
as College Chaplain. Mr. Torsch is a native of 
Baltimore, Maryland, and is twenty-seven years of 
age. He attended the Baltimore Public School, and 
graduated from the Baltimore Polytechnic Insti- 
tute in 1949. He entered Johns Hopkins University 
the following year to study mechanical engineering. 
He made a brilliant record and was received into 
Phi Beta Kappa. He became very active in the 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship and decided to 
dedicate his life to foreign missions. He trans- 
ferred to liberal arts and graduated with an A.B. 
degree from Johns Hopkins and entered Princeton 
Theological Seminary, where he received the B.D. 
degree in 1956. He married in 1955. Since gradu- 
ation and ordination on October 11, 1956, he has 
served as assistant pastor at Central Presbyterian 
Church, Huntington, Long Island, New York. Pre- 
viously he had served for a summer as pastor on 
Cape Breton Island, Nova Scotia, and as assistant 
for one year at Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
Trenton, N. J. He hopes at some time in the 
future to receive an appointment as an educational 
missionary in one of the world missions. 7 


Mrs. Torsch was born in Urbana, Illinois, and 
graduated from the public schools there. She re- 
ceived an A.B. in Chemistry from the University 
of Illinois in. 1950. She was active in college in 
the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship. She served 
as laboratory assistant in food research at the 
University of Illinois for a year and entered Johns 
Hopkins School of Nursing, receiving the B.S. de- 
gree in nursing and the R.N. in 1954. She worked 
at the Osler Medical Clinic at Johns Hopkins in 
1954-55, and after her marriage in 1955, she 
worked in Pediatrics at Princeton Hall. At Pres- 
byterian Junior College she will serve as house- 
mother for the girls’ dormitory and college nurse. 
The Torsches have a five-month old daughter. They 
will live in an apartment in the Upchurch Apart- 
ments on Austin Street in Maxton, which is the 
dormitory for girls. 


Fayetteville—The First Presbyterian Church of 
Fayetteville has completed its campaign for $300,- 
000 for the renovation and enlargement of its 
sanctuary and an addition to its educational unit. 
The sanctuary was built in 1815, was burned in 
1831 and rebuilt on the same walls in 1832. The 
rebuilt sanctuary on the same walls will conform 
to the historic. The Church will have one of the 
—— grounds and buildings of North 

arolina. 


The staff of the First Church will consist of 
three ministers, a director of Christian Education, 
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a full time director of recreation and youth worker. 


a full time minister of music and an adequate 
secretarial staff. The Churh has given emphasis 
to chapel work through its one-hundred and fifty 
eight years of life. 


Dr. J. Rupert McGregor was temporary supply 
for six months and returned to us April 15 as 
astor. He was installed as pastor on June Ist. 
The campaign to provide sufficient moneys for 
the complete renovation of the entire Church 
plant was begun immediately upon his return as 
our pastor. 


The Church will be well represented at the con- 
ferences of Presbytery, Synod and Montreat. 
Thirty-four of its young people have reservations 
for the World Mission Conference. The Vacation 
Bible School for two weeks had 200 in attendance. 
The Church will also conduct for its children a 
recreation and music day camp program. | 


GEORGIA 


Atlanta — (PN) — Almost 200 church, govern- 
ment, and business leaders recently paid tribute 
to Dr. Stuart R. Oglesby, retiring pastor of Cen- 
tral Presbyterian Church here. 


Dr. Oglesby, who has been called “dean of 
Atlanta ministers,’’ came before a special session 
of the Atlanta Presbytery June 24 for retirement. 


The session was followed by a luncheon at the 
church. Paying tribute to Dr. Oglesby were Dr. 
J. Ross McCain, president emeritus of Agnes 
Scott College, who called Dr. Oglesby’s work at 
Central “number one of any pastorates that I 
know about in our denomination,” and Philip How- 
erton, Moderator of the General Assembly, Pres- 


byterian Church, U. S., who said that the entire 


denomination is indebted to Dr. Oglesby for his 
work at Central. . 


Atlanta’s Mayor Hartsfield said “Atlanta is 
fortunate to have great churches and great preach- 
ers. Chief among the great preachers is Dr. 
Stuart R. Oglesby.” 


Others joining in the tribute to Dr. Oglesby 


were Dr. Herman Turner, pastor of Covenant 
Presbyterian Church; Police Chief Herbert T. 
Jenkins; Frank Wilson of Grady Hospital; Dr. 
Harrison McMains, executive secretary of the At- 
lanta Christian Council; and Celestine Sibley, At- 
lanta Constitution columnist. 


Dr. Oglesby became pastor of the Central Church 
when many downtown congregations were moving 
toward the suburbs. Central Church has not moved 
but chose rather to serve the community around 


it. One of the services Central has offered the 


community is the free baby clinic which gives 
medical treatment to literally thousands of chil- 
dren from the city’s underprivileged families. 


Dr. Oglesby was born July 10, 1888, in Hope, 
Ark. He attended Arkansas College and Union 
Theological Seminary in Richmond, Va. 


He was elected moderator of the Synod of 
Georgia in 1936, president of the Atlanta Chris- 
tian Council in 1952, president of the Georgia 
Council of Churches in 1953. He served on the 
home mission, stewardship, and moral and welfare 
committees of the denomination. 


After his retirement, Dr. Oglesby plans to teach 
at Columbia Theological Seminary and continue 
his writing. He is the author of nine books. 
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LOUISIANA 


New Orleans — (PN) -— Construction of an 
education building for the Aurora Gardens Pres- 
by‘erian Church is to get underway in July on 
’ site at Woodland highway and Berkeley Avenue 

ere. 


The building will be the first unit on the ground 
measuring 240 by 240 feet. 


The new congregation was formed by consoli- 
dating the Algiers Presbyterian church, and the 
Aurora Gardens Presbyterian Mission church. 


A drive is presently being conducted to raise 
$10,000. The balance of the cost will be met 
by the New Orleans Presbytery. 


The Rev. Fred L. Reeves is in charge of the 
new group, but during the summer months while 
construction is going on at the new site Sunday 
services are held at the Algiers church at 9:00 
a. m., and at the mission center on Patterson St. 
at 10:45 a. m., with Cleve Wheeus conducting 
the service. Mr. Wheeus is a student at Austin 
Seminary. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Clinton—Another addition to the Presbyterian 
College faculty has been announced by Academic 
Dean George C. Bellingrath. 


He is Earl B. Halsall of Charleston, assistant 
professor of political science, who will begin his 
duties at the start of the fall semester next Sep- 
tember. Besides his political science course, he 
will teach some work in economics. 


Halsall comes to PC after spending the past 
seven years with the DuPont Company in Aiken 
in connection with the Savannah River Atomic 
Project. His positions there included training su- 
pervision with construction, and training specialist 
and administrative assistant with operations. 


Prior to that, he was with the Veterans Admin- 
istration in Charleston and Greenville for six years 
as training officer for veterans in institutions of 
higher learning and he taught at Charleston High 
School for 12 years prior to World War II. 


TEXAS 


Dallas — (PN) — The Rev. Daniel A. Baker, 
formerly pastor of the Winn Presbyterian Church 
here, has accepted a call to the Second Presby- 
terian Church of Houston. He began his new 
duties July 1. 


Dr. Wayne Bedford, formerly director of the 
Austin College Choir of Sherman, has accepted 
the position of minister of music for the same 
church. Installation services are to be July 13th. 


Dallas — (PN) — Dr. John F. Anderson, Jr., 


~ pastor of the First Presbyterian Church here, was 


installed as president of the Rotary Club of Dallas 
in late June. 


VIRGINIA 


Richmond—Dr. James A. Millard, Jr., will be- 
come on July 25, 1959, the seventh Stated Clerk 
and Treasurer of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States. His 
acceptance to the Assembly’s call to him was 
announced here today by Dr. W. Edwin Hemphill, 
chairman of the Committee on Assembly’s Office 
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and Ruling Elder in the Ginter Park Presbyterian 
Church. 


Dr. Millard will succeed Dr. Eugene Crampton 
Scott, who has served the General Assembly as 
Assistant Stated Clerk, 1926-1935, as Acting Stated 
Clerk, 1935-1936, and as Stated Clerk since 1936. 


On April 28 the General Assembly, meeting in 
Charlotte, N. C., unanimously extended Dr. Scott’s 
present term of office through July 24, 1959, 
when he will reach the age of retirement, and 
elected and called Dr. Millard to serve as his 
successor. 


“T am both humbled and honored to accept the 
Assembly’s call to its service,” the 46-year-old 
Professor of Homiletics in the Austin, Texas, Theo- 
logical Seminary assured the committee’s chair- 
man. 


Born in Bristol, Tennesse, Dr. Millard is the son 
of a Christian businessman who for decades has 
served as Ruling Elder in congregations in the 
Synods of Appalachia and Virgina. Second honor 


graduate of Hampden-Sydney College in 1932 and 


of Union Theologial Seminary (Virginia) three 
years later, he has also received from that seminary 
his master’s and doctoral degrees in theology. Six 
years ago Arkansas College awarded him the 
degree of Doctor of Divinity. 


CEE 


— 


THEOLOGICAL ESSAYS. F. D. Maurice. Har- 
per & Brothers Publishers. $5.00. : 

Frederick Denison Maurice is one. of the mos 
prominent names in the Broad Church group in 
the Church of England. He was the son of a 
Unitarian minister and brought up in that way of 
thinking. Maurice, however, left the Unitarians 
and joined the English Church. He was educated 
at Cambridge but settling in London he fell under 
the influence of Coleridge and cthers who led him 
to become a clergyman. In 1836 he was appointed 
to a chaplaincy at Buy’s Hospital. He became pro- 
fessor of English literature and later of theology 
at King’s College in London. In 1853 he retired 
on account of his liberalistic views. He taught 
moral philosophy at Cambridge from 1856 until 
his death. 


Maurice was largely influenced by Coleridge and 
Schleiermacher between whom and himself there 
was considerable similarity. His vague theology and 
indefiniteness of thought hindered his usefulness 
as a preacher but won him the sympathy of many 
men of like minds with himself. He took great 
interest in social questions. His personal influence 
as well as his preaching was widely felt in a large 
circle of those who sympathized with his opinions, 


This volume was first published in 1853 when 
the author was 48 years of age. He intended this 
book to be a formal and mature statement of his 
theological beliefs from which all his other activi- 
ties—educational and social—necessarily flowed. 
Writing to his sister, Maurice said of the Essays 
that they expressed “the deepest thoughts that are 
in me and have been in me working for a long 
time.’’ Canon Edward F. Carpenter of Westminster 
has written the introduction to this volume. He 
tells us “it must be frankly admitted that the style 
of these Essays is in parts obscure for the author 
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had little of the literary skill which woos the 
reader in the works of John Henry Newman—a 
fact to which Kingsley called Maurice’s attention 
and which he tried to deal with in the second 


edition. Yet such a defect does not in any way 


alter the essential fact that these essays are im- 
pregnated with a living experience and that they 
result from the honest and profound outpourings 
of the man’s nature and destiny.” : 


These Essays represent an advance on the part 
of the author from Unitarianism to Trinitarianism. 
The theology, however, expressed in this volume is 
characterized pretty largely by the liberal spirit 
of the 19th Century. Maurice did not get all of 
his views from the Scripture. He leaned too heavily 
on his own notions. The last essay in this volume 
is on “Eternal Life and Eternal Death.” This essay 
seems to cast doubt on or at least not to affirm 
the doctrine of eternal punishment.’ This led to 
his dismissal from his professorship at King’s 
College in London. 


Though the Theological Essays may not repre- 
sent the best in theology they do show Maurice’s 
theological thought. 


The value of this volume is to be found in its 
suggestiveness. For example, in his. chapter on 
“The Son of God” the author reminds his readers 
that if they refuse to embrace the dogma of the 
Deity of Christ, then they must consider the al- 


ternative. And a sad alternative it is. 


—John R. Richardson 


CHRIST IS OUR PLACE. Paul van Buren. 
Eerdman’s. $3.00. 


Dr. Van Buren holds that “Christ in Our Place” 
is the key to Calvin’s theology. Calvin saw that 
Christ’s work is ours because it was done in our 
place. His understanding of the Atonement rests 
on the doctrine of the Incarnation, with which 
this book opens. Calvin also saw the whole life 
of a Christian and of the Church in terms of the 
substitutionary character of Christ’s work. The 
author shows the way in which Calvin derived 
justification, sanctification and the doctrine of 
the church from this foundation. 


Originally this was a doctrinal dissertation sub- 
mitted to the Theological Faculty of the University 
of Basel. It contains a great deal of research and 
analysis and anyone interested in the Atonement 
of Christ should be benefited by a study of this 
important volume. In this reviewer’s judgment 
this is one of the finest theological works that has 
appeared in many years. It comes to grips with 
the heart of Christian theology in a highly intel- 
ligent manner. It will enrich the preaching of any 
Christian minister who is willing to spend a few 
hours in the careful study of a great document. 


—John R. Richardson 


PRAYER AND PERSONAL RELIGION. John 
B. Coburn. Westminster Press. $1.00. 


The purpose of this volume in the Laymen’s 
Theological Library is to help people to pray 
and to grow in their personal religious life. It 
is therefore, a book about the inner life and their 
personal relationship with God. Although books 
on prayer can help, the author is wise to state 
that after all is said and done, it is God Himself 
who teaches us best to pray. ‘ 


There are 8 chapters in this book and all deal 
with the practical aspects of prayer. 
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The author rightly insists that prayer must be 
a definite rule of life. He tells us “The world 
is very much with us. The world is very strong. 
It is too strong for us and will engulf us if we 
are content simply to drift. Our life of prayer 
will soon disappear if we believe it will take care 
of itself naturally. The best guarantee that we 
shall not be engulfed by the world is by the adop- 
tion of what is called a rule of life. The adoption 
of a rule of life is the declaration of our belief 
that prayer and personal religion will be developed 
only if we regularly and devotedly pay attention 


to them.”’ 
—J.R.R. 


MEDICAL MISSIONARIES YOU WOULD LIKE 
TO KNOW. Dorothy Haskin. Zondervan. $1.50. 


The stories of 8 men and 2 women who dedi- 
eated their lives to the missionary cause in the 
field of medicine are given in this volume. Two 
of these missionaries are well-known to Southern 
Presbyterians. Chapter 2 gives a picture of Dr. 
L. Nelson Bell, former missionary to China, as 
“Doctor With the Courageous Spirit.” Dr. Bell 
spent 25 years as a medical missionary in China 
as the head of the largest hospital operated by the 
Southern Presbyterian Church. 


Dr. Eugene R. Kellersberger is portrayed as 
“Doctor with the Compassionate Spirit.” Dr. 
Kellersberger served for 24 years as a medical 
missionary for the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
and was general secretary for the American Lep- 
rosy Missions for 13 years. The chart of his life 
is filled with fabulous statistics. 


These 10 biographical sketches constitute a 
beautiful picture of the dedication of medical 
talent to the service of Christ. 

—J.R.R. 


RELIGION IN AND ON THE JOB. Eugene 
Carr. Coward McCann, Inc. $2.00. 


This book is a collection of columns from the 
widely-read newspaper feature which is now in 


-its third year of publication. They treat simply 


the problems of daily life as viewed from the 
principles and beliefs of religion as is taught and 
practiced in the modern world. There are topics 
of special interest to youth and parents and para- 
bles rooted in today’s life and living. There are 
seasonal and timeless stories to match the chang- 
ing mood and thinking of the average citizen. 
With the reading of this volume one gains new 
insights as to how to handle the experiences of 
life more effectively. 
—J.R.R. 


The GOSPEL OF JOHN, Volumes I and II. 
bad sen Barclay. Westminster Press. $2.50 per 
volume. 


These two volumes belong to the Daily Bible 
Studies published by Westminster Press. They 
contain a fresh translation with an introduction 
and interpretation by the author. They are non- 
technical in language so that the reader is not 
required to have a theological education to under- 
stand them. 


Dr. Barclay holds the gospel according to St. 
John in the highest of esteem. He remarks, “It 
is an amazing book. It can be read and loved 


without any commentary at all. Throughout the | 


generations simple people have fed their hearts 
and nourished their souls on it with nothing but 
the text of the Authorized Version in their hands. 
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But the more we study John the more wealth 


arises out of it.” Again he remarks, “There are 
many people who find themselves closer to God 
and to Jesus Christ in John than in any other 


- book in the world.’’ 


Dr. Barclay believes that the aim of John was 
to present the Christian faith in such a way that 
it could commend itself to the Greek world to 


- which Christianity had gone out and to combat 


the heresies and mistaken ideas which had arisen 
within the church. 


As to the authorship of the fourth gospel, Dr. 


Barclay believes that John is rightfully assigned 


as the real author. He reminds us that tradition 
answers unanimously that the author was John 


the Apostle and that beyond doubt the authority 


of John lies behind this gospel. The author states, 
however, that in Ephesus there was the Apostle 


-John and the Elder John. From this fact, he 


stated, that it might be possible that the actual 
penman of the letters was John the Elder. He 
conjectures that as John the Apostle was near 
the end of a century of his life, John the Elder 
might have held the pen for his master, John the 
Apostle. 


Dr. Barclay points out that the Gospel of John is 
a fulfillment of John 16:12,13. In the light of this 
he comments, “So then when we read this gospel 
let us remember that we are reading the gospel 
which of all the gospels is the most the work 
of the Holy Spirit speaking to us of the things 
which Jesus meant, speaking through the mind 
and memory of John the Apostle and by the pen 
of John the Elder. Behind this gospel there is 
the whole church of Ephesus, the whole company 
of the saints, the last of the aspostles, the Holy 
Spirit, and the Risen Christ Himself.”’ | 


While not endorsing every viewpoint of the 
author we are glad to commend these two volumes 
as fresh meditative material upon the Christ of 
the fourth gospel. 

—J.R.R. 


FILM STRIP: The Life of Jesus Christ As Por- 
trayed in Stained Glass. Whittemore Associates, 
Inc. (Filmstrip with Guide) $6.00. 


This recently released production portrays the 
life of Christ as the events are pictured in stain 
glass windows throughout the United States. Rep- 
resented here, in full color, are examples of 
Gothic, Renaissance, Colonial, and Contemporary 
architecture. 


The possible uses for this strip are many. They 
may be used by building committees of churches 
in studying various types of windows or to interest 
possible donors in presenting memorial windows. 
In the educational and devotional field, these 
pictures may be utilized as studies on the Life 
of Christ, as a background setting for special 
occasion, or as religious art appreciation lessons. 
A helpful manual has been ee to give a more 
complete understanding of the pictures and to 
provide study aids for lessons to be used with 
the filmstrip. 


DEVOTIONAL PROGRAMS ABOUT BIBLE 
WOMEN. Claudine Watts Dever. Standard Pub- 
lishing Co. $1.50. . 


This volume contains 12 completely planned 
programs, each with a lesson on a prominent 
woman of the Bible. Each program includes sug- 
gested hymns, Bible story, character analysis of 
the woman discussed, questions and _ closing 
prayer. | 
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